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 6 
  8:15 AM Discussion Superior Court Staffing – Superior Court Judges Rawson, Culp & Admin Rabidou 7 
  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 8 
10:00 AM Discussion – Health Care – Middle Adopter Status – Senator Parlette 9 
10:00 AM CANCELLED Update – Human Resources / Risk Management – Tanya Craig and/or Debi Hilts 10 
  1:30 PM Public Hearing Marijuana Operations Moratorium 11 
  1:30 PM CANCELLED Citizens Comment Period 12 
  4:00 PM Update – Public Works – Josh Thomson and/or Ben Rough  13 
  4:45 PM Approve Consent Agenda 14 
 15 

 16 
The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on July 25, 17 
2017, Chairman Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch, Commissioner 18 
Andy Hover, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present.  19 
 20 

Commissioners convened the board at 9:00 a.m. 21 

 22 

Discussion Superior Court Staffing – Superior Court Judges Rawson, Culp & 23 

Admin Rabidou 24 

 25 

Judge Henry Rawson, Judge Chris Culp, Dennis Rabidou, Clerk Charleen Groomes, 26 

Susan Speiker, Tanya Craig 27 

 28 

Mr. Rabidou explained Superior Court asked to meet today about the jury management 29 

position as they had received the latest resolution and were very disappointed by it. He 30 

commented that the minutes were very disappointing as well where the board discussed 31 

the situation on two different dates and the courts were not invited to either discussion. 32 

He felt the Courts should have been given the opportunity to comment on the courts 33 

position. He discussed collaboration and trust. Judge Culp explained one discussion 34 

that created disappointment was with Risk Manager, Treasurer and the Auditor. 35 

Commissioner Hover replied that sometimes people come to the commissioners and 36 

the board doesn’t always know what they wish to discuss beforehand. Mr. Rabidou 37 

replied yes he did know that but he thought that the appropriate powers would request 38 

all parties to be invited once the topic was known as it was a robust discussion. The 39 

court was trying to work towards a resolution and then they didn’t have the opportunity 40 

when the decision was made. Commissioner Branch understands, but there was a 41 

decision to move forward. Mr. Rabidou would hope to be included early in the process 42 
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as he was looking to make the policy work. Where is the board going with this position? 43 

He is hopeful something will be palatable.  44 

 45 

The commissioners explained there is more than one situation they are dealing with. 46 

Commissioner Hover explained he went back to the actual personnel policy revisions of 47 

1999 and read the section on benefits of part time employees in section 4.12.  No other 48 

county pays full-time benefits for employees who work less than 20 hours per week. 49 

Retired people cannot work more than 20 hours per week. Would it be a benefit for all 50 

departments that the policy be amended to allow the exception? Judge Culp replied that 51 

is exactly what their request for revision stated. Commissioner Hover replied full time 52 

benefits are worth about $10,000 per year. He further asked if there was any employee 53 

of the court with a grade, step, and longevity that would consider $10,000 as part of 54 

their payment compensation. Judge Culp asked if he was talking about Sandy Ervin or 55 

some other position. Judge Culp sent the board Ms. Ervin’s statement. He doesn’t think 56 

we can say she is here at one level then say she is at a lower level of pay. We are in a 57 

give and take position which can be negotiated. He doesn’t think there is a problem with 58 

that.  Each department is it different and has different criteria and exceptions. Judge 59 

Culp believes amending the county personnel manual with language submitted by the 60 

courts makes sense to him. Judge Rawson explained the possibility of exceptions with 61 

new employees but with Sandy Ervin she is to be treated differently. Going forward with 62 

the proposal, allows for departments to come forward with their particular situation. The 63 

court had suggested similar language. Mr. Rabidou explained whatever language will be 64 

considered it should be sent out to departments and the other elected officials to 65 

comment on because they have similar situations with their employees.  66 

 67 

Commissioner Branch explained there aren’t many opportunities to discuss unless the 68 

board is right here. Part of this is the value of the benefits but there is also the public 69 

side and a cost must be considered for budget cycle. If they have to add budget to the 70 

court there must be time to consider and adopt.  71 

 72 

Commissioner Branch asked if the court received their budget call letter and asked what 73 

they thought about it. Mr. Rabidou previously discussed it with Commissioner Hover and 74 

did not comment on it at this meeting. Commissioner Branch explained this particular 75 

position and these budget issues with the court will play into the 2018 budget. As for the 76 

policy change, he is happy with it. Commissioner Hover would like to see the county 77 

develop a budget policy guideline. The budget memo “target numbers” had the worst 78 

case scenario; however on August 14 all departments’ budgets are due. After that date 79 

the departments will be scheduled to come in and discuss and go through their budget 80 

as submitted.  It provides the board with a gage to start and if cuts need to be made to 81 

meet expected revenues, the board will consider cutting those services, but will discuss 82 



Commissioners Proceedings July 25, 2017                                             Page 3 of 24 

 

how they come up with the money to run the county. They hope to create a timeline for 83 

the county budget process that includes how initial budget requests are scheduled for 84 

discussion and if something needs to be cut there is time to consider all the factors. The 85 

judges agree with that. Commissioner Branch stated we can talk all day about a position 86 

but then there is the budget how we pay for it with consideration to all budgets across 87 

the board.  88 

 89 

Judge Culp wants to be clear where the board is going with this positon as they thought 90 

they were clear before then something else happened. It was frankly a shock. What he 91 

is understood was that the commissioners will consider rescinding the resolution and 92 

put into place an amendment to the personnel policy to allow the part time positions with 93 

full time benefits on a case by case basis. Commissioner Hover replied the other two 94 

commissioners have not had a chance to consider that. The Auditor and Treasurer have 95 

been heard and there is a definite need to give some full time benefits to some 96 

employees because good employees leave if not compensated well. A good 97 

compensation package must be considered as a whole and the value of the benefit 98 

would be included for consideration on an individual basis. Judge Culp is comfortable 99 

with that. The county should have that flexibility. He appreciates the effort to create the 100 

draft and feels it should be provided to the other elected officials. It makes sense. Judge 101 

Rawson explained he is concerned about the current resolution and would like that 102 

rescinded and asked for that this morning. The position is fully funded through the end 103 

of the year through the Trial Court Improvement fund. Judge Short supported that at the 104 

last meeting. Commissioner Hover stated he would not do that until the personnel policy 105 

is amended. He is not trying to be arbitrary, it is not something he can be in this position 106 

and no elected official should be, so writing a policy that transcends from the seat 107 

becomes something they can do. Judge Culp wants to make sure there is an 108 

understanding as it appeared the board was going in opposite directions based on who 109 

they were talking to, based on the minutes from the last meetings. Commissioner 110 

Branch replied he agrees that we should not be arbitrary. Judge Rawson thought it 111 

would be helpful for the board to read Sandy Ervin’s explanation from a year ago. It 112 

wasn’t a quick decision it was a process. Commissioner Hover explained the two things 113 

he has heard from others is the decision was unfair and the amount paid is too much for 114 

the job being performed. He put into perspective that right now compensation is set at 115 

$20.24 per hour. If it went down to grade 12 step 1 that is $15.09 per hour with about a 116 

$5 difference. Is that huge? That is putting it into perspective. Judge Culp stated one 117 

miss trial costs $2,000 to $5,000 plus the unquantifiable things not related to trial that 118 

that person does. The position would be renegotiated when that person retires or leaves 119 

county employment.  120 

 121 
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The County Clerk had Jury Management position under her office as a full time position 122 

prior to the courts. If the position was under the Clerk again it would be a full time 123 

position with half the work load being jury management and the other half something 124 

else. Right now the Courts have a person strictly doing jury management. What would it 125 

look like if that positon changed to a possible full time position? It is something the 126 

board is thinking about, splitting part time with the clerk and part time for courts? 127 

Commissioner Hover wants the court to start thinking about that. He would like a 128 

definitive plan so when the election changes this situation remains consistent. The 129 

situation would be renegotiated based on court needs at the time. This only affects 130 

Sandy Ervin. Judge Culp was irked by other elected officials saying it is unfair and who 131 

are they to make those decisions and call into question that it is inappropriate. They 132 

should have complained at the time to that board. Commissioner Hover explained the 133 

board still has to listen to the other elected concerns. Judge Culp said the board cannot 134 

be arbitrary and appreciates the commissioners’ full breadth of the issue and he wants 135 

to make sure the board makes the decision.  136 

 137 

Commissioner Hover wants to resolve this jury management issue and doesn’t know if 138 

the new language will resolve the problem. Commissioner DeTro abstained from the 139 

conversation due to the litigator situation. The policy can be opened up and considered.  140 

Judge Culp stated this doesn’t have to do with that. As far as he is concerned he 141 

encouraged the board to find Mr. Rabidou’s language and look at that. Commissioner 142 

Branch said there is no question the board is trying to resolve the issue in a direction he 143 

wants to go. There is going to be other information that comes forward with this and 144 

may influence the conversation. He promotes flexible policy to save money, they have 145 

to look at it across the board. There will be other information thrown out there to 146 

consider. When that happens he suggested everyone should be at the table.  147 

 148 

Ms. Craig asked if the policy change language should be sent to all department heads 149 

to obtain comments. Commissioner Hover would like Mr. Rabidou’s version first before 150 

that. He would like elected officials to see it as the board does have issues with wages 151 

and those just don’t stack up to what the county is looking at. Commissioner Branch 152 

would like to have another meeting because there is interdepartmental rubs. Judge Culp 153 

replied there are the other two who have been vocal, and both were agreeable to this 154 

type of policy exception. Judge Culp said the beauty of the proposed language is that it 155 

does speak to the concern about future commissioners having to face the decisions. He 156 

is comfortable with the minutes reflecting his approval of this direction. Judge Rawson 157 

said he was too. Judge Culp wants consistency with the last meeting minutes as they 158 

were so far opposite of what happened.  159 

 160 
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The judges thanked the board for the time and asked for several dates to meet with the 161 

board about the proposed budget after August 14.  162 

 163 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 164 

Tanya Craig, Kim Spivey, Debi Hilts, Joe Poulin, Perry Huston 165 

 166 

Mary with the Christmas craft show came to staff meeting to ask the board to waive the 167 

damage deposit fee for this year’s show. She does not have a problem paying the rental 168 

fee for the Agriplex but she cannot afford the damage deposit. Mary said the proceeds 169 

for the table rentals goes to scholarships for high schoolers. She also pays the high 170 

schoolers to come and help with the show. If the board cannot drop the required 171 

damage deposit she won’t be able to do the show at all. The board discussed how the 172 

school might help pay for the damage deposit if they get the scholarship funds. Mary 173 

stated the board can either take off the $250 damage deposit or not it doesn’t matter to 174 

her. Commissioners are looking for consistency. Commissioner Branch explained that 175 

others have rented the building and it was a mess. Mary explained in the past she left 176 

the building cleaner than when she got there. The commissioners would like Lona to 177 

discuss this with them. The commissioners appreciate what she does and wants to find 178 

a solution before the end of the week. The craft show is in November.  179 

 180 

Ms. Craig explained the policy is black and white but the practice is something else. The 181 

auditor wants us to be consistent with our policy or adopt the practice if that is what the 182 

board is doing. Ms. Spivey explained the walk through process and sign off process for 183 

facility rentals.  184 

 185 

Joe Poulin updated the board that the control shed for the energy project now has 186 

power to it. He believes the system will provide sufficient cooling for the courthouse. 187 

The Bat Cave HVAC should be arriving next week. Mr. Poulin has collected the 188 

information from DIVCO on the work and maintenance of the courthouse complex 189 

HVAC systems since 2013. He has details of the work provided under the contract and 190 

what was paid out of pocket. He will start putting that into the DUDE system for 191 

reporting and analysis.  192 

 193 

Debi Hilts explained there are bats in the court house tower and a very large bat scared 194 

an employee. Mr. Poulin explained a window was left open by the contractor that shored 195 

up the tower and the bats are coming in. The sonic repel units were installed but the 196 

Clerk puts boxes in front of them so it doesn’t repel the bats. Mr. Poulin stated there 197 

was not a bat problem last year due to the sonic unit. The Clerk is aware of the issue 198 

and will refrain from stacking their boxes in front of the sonic repel unit. Ms. Craig asked 199 
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how many file boxes are on the fourth floor. Mr. Poulin stated it is full of boxes in 200 

addition to boxes on the 2nd floor of the Probation building.  201 

 202 

Ms. Spivey explained that Josh Freel was unavailable today. She said the security for 203 

the fair should be booked soon. She asked if the board wanted to work with the Phoenix 204 

Security group again. The fair does intend to have a beer garden his year but that would 205 

have separate security. Ms. Craig wondered if security is necessary during the day and 206 

thought the beer garden security and security at knight would be sufficient. The 207 

commissioners do not believe the security will be necessary during the day. The 208 

vendors are responsible for securing their belongings at the end of the day. Ms. Craig 209 

explained the money is locked at all times and the gates are manned by the S&R team 210 

and is comprised of sheriff deputies. Commissioner Hover reminded the other 211 

commissioners he would be meeting with S&R on Friday about the fair gates. 212 

 213 

Joe Somday came in to discuss the Sheriff’s boat repairs.  The sheriff will try and 214 

absorb the cost for repairs. They do have about $2000 in the repair fund but wanted the 215 

board to know additional funds may be needed. The boat is used for patrols of 216 

waterways.  217 

 218 

Discussion – Health Care – Middle Adopter Status – Senator Parlette 219 

Various healthcare providers and stakeholders as listed on the sign in sheet.  220 

 221 

Senator Parlette asked for introductions. The various groups introduced themselves and 222 

stated who they represented. Senator Parlette then explained why the meeting was 223 

called.  224 

 225 

Senator Parlette explained she represents several counties in the region and due to the 226 

2014 bill 6312 which required that all Medicaid contracts be fully integrated, for physical 227 

and mental health, under one contract, she is here to bring everyone together. Currently 228 

the behavioral healthcare providers are contracted with RSN’s/RSA’s. There was a 229 

decision by Chelan, Douglas, and Grant Counties to be mid adopters as of Jan 2018. 230 

The ACH is working with Isabel Jones to provide lots of meetings with providers about 231 

this in order to be prepared for the start date. Okanogan County stayed with Spokane 232 

County RSN due to the lack of beds in Okanogan County .What is different now is that 233 

we know who the organizations are Molina, Amerigroup, Beacon crisis services in South 234 

West and Crisis for both Medicaid and non-Medicaid people. The county commissioners 235 

and across the state have a dead line of Sept 1, 2017 for a decision. The purpose is to 236 

provide as much info to the board for an educated decision as is needed. She is grateful 237 

all the right players are here today. It is good to have the head of Medicaid here from 238 

Olympia too.  239 



Commissioners Proceedings July 25, 2017                                             Page 7 of 24 

 

 240 

Mary Ann provided a video presentation. (attached) then some back ground information 241 

on the state integration of services with the whole state finally integrated by 2020. This 242 

is an opportunity to improve the services. The benefits don’t change it enhances them 243 

as they will be delivered through one entity. There are also individuals not on Medicaid. 244 

The fully eligible Medicaid person would receive all their services under one service 245 

provider. Crisis services would have one provider in the North Central Region. Mary 246 

Ann further explained how the crisis system will be managed depending the on situation 247 

and evaluation through the Beacon contract.  248 

 249 

Mary Anne would like to discuss whether Okanogan County wishes to move into the 250 

system sooner or later and what that date might be.  251 

 252 

Isabel Jones explained some important considerations. She discussed the decision 253 

authority. It is the county’s decision and authority whether it adopts early or waits until 254 

2020. If it does not move forward with an early timeline, the bill (6312) does allow for 255 

service areas. Okanogan County is a transitional area, but Okanogan County will join 256 

Chelan, Douglas and Grant County in 2020. The procurement for the NC region is 257 

completed and Molina is the winning entity. She pointed out the plans coming into effect 258 

in 2018 are the same plan in 2019 and 2020. The Network adequacy, with regards to 259 

MCO, must able to achieve network implementation in Okanogan County within 6 260 

months of notification.  261 

 262 

The incentive dollars were discussed which are available for those moving in early. The 263 

dollars will be dispersed to providers and community organizations to assist in the 264 

transition and only available to regions who move forward before the 2020 requirement. 265 

Eligibility was discussed and requirements that would be due. The funding is based on 266 

the Medicaid population within the area. Okanogan County is eligible for $585,024 due 267 

to client count of 16,521. New IT systems may be required, training of staff, technical 268 

assistance to learn the new billing systems, etc…. and the dollars can go to a variety of 269 

uses and spent over time.  270 

 271 

If the county does wish to be an early adopter, HCA must receive a binding letter of 272 

intent signed by Okanogan County Authorities by September 15, 2017, so the planning 273 

activities can move forward.  274 

 275 

Commissioner Branch compared this to growth management and anything that is not 276 

understood could become a conversation of conspiracies. Commissioner DeTro asked 277 

about the funds in the Spokane RSN and that those dollars would not be available to us. 278 

Mary Ann said there is a question about those reserve funds. A significant portion would 279 
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revert back to the state. From a federal side, with Medicaid services associated to it, 280 

funds go back to the federal government. The other reserves will be used up to pay off 281 

obligations or reimbursements so there is an adequate amount to pay obligations and 282 

were in place already. Ms. Jones explained there is some spenddown. When the BHO 283 

ends those funds reverts back to the state and that happens in 2020 anyway.  284 

 285 

Tamera explained Grant and Douglas County moved into the BHO and those funds did 286 

move with them but she did not know about the MHO. The organization would be 287 

responsible to develop their reserve. Commissioner Branch asked about the money 288 

used to incentivize this. Ms. Mary Ann explained the binding letter of intent stimulates 289 

the money payments but there are different ways that money comes to the ACH.  290 

 291 

Commissioner Hover asked about crisis services. Ms. Jones replied those services are 292 

required to be provided to anyone in the community when in crisis. There are various 293 

ways to address those needs. They wanted a central entity to manage that system. The 294 

same providers providing the crisis services will be the same. Allows data sharing and 295 

close coordination of care is one result of the contracted crisis services.  Commissioner 296 

Hover asked about the standards required for the network adequacy for current 297 

providers. Our community doesn’t have many of those. OBHC provides crisis services, 298 

and that continuity would not change. The transition period would be allowed. There are 299 

traveling and distance standards.  300 

 301 

Sarah with Beacon responded that we crawl, walk, or run with the number one goal to 302 

be consistent with what exists today and that would be working with current providers in 303 

the community. They do want to learn about what is provided in the community so 304 

additional services can be procured to meet the needs.  Providers can meet with family 305 

members without that family having to go to them. Beds are an important part of the 306 

system but what can be moved up stream from actually needing those beds and they do 307 

want to build that up before a bed is needed. Commissioner Branch asked if Beacon 308 

assists the hospitals during the phases. Beacon does bed searches with a hopeful 309 

online bed finder system. In the shorter term, Beacon will be working with community 310 

providers to find out what creative options are available.  311 

 312 

Ms. Jones explained some counties have different programs they pay for. There is no 313 

intention to include those dollars for this. It is the county’s discretion what dollars they 314 

use. Commissioner Hover is concerned about economic stressor that it would be 315 

expected to pay for. Commissioner Branch explained those in jail do have behavioral 316 

issues and needs. They are charged for evaluation in Eastern State Hospital. Senator 317 

Parlette stated Chelan has had more time to prepare for this and lots have been done in 318 

working with the jails with subgroups preparing for this. Tamera explained the MCO 319 



Commissioners Proceedings July 25, 2017                                             Page 9 of 24 

 

participated to bridge the gap in the jail with BHO dollars which are restricted. There are 320 

many benefits. There is another meeting this year to go over that. Mary Ann explained 321 

jail census is something they’re considering as they put together an early warning 322 

system. There are some questions and requests to find to make services more readily 323 

available to those folks.  324 

 325 

Commissioner Branch discussed the portion population in pain and addicted to pain 326 

drugs as he has a great concern. How does integration affect their options?  How does 327 

that conversation work? Mary Ann replied there re conversations at the state for 328 

alternative treatments and looking at protocol for preventions or putting limits on the 329 

prescriptions. Using treatments more effectively and looking at medication assisted 330 

therapies and treatments not necessarily through a rehab. BHASO is also restricting the 331 

prescribing of certain drugs. Utilization of the criminal justice system compares the 332 

experiences with the rest of the state. There is some positive preliminary data. They 333 

have also been tracking jail census data which looks pretty level and has not seen an 334 

uptick.  335 

 336 

Laurel spoke about the tracking by MCO’s Molina in South West Washington. They are 337 

actively engage in the early warning systems for ambulatory systems with the combined 338 

data from the DSHS and others. Molina has taken the opportunity to expand behavioral 339 

health system for medicine assisted therapies for pain management..   340 

 341 

Jim Novelli OBHC commented that he worked years in crisis and mental health. Access 342 

to beds is a real issue especially here with great travel distances to beds. Grant County 343 

experiences have been negative. If we cannot lose the beds, can the MCO network 344 

leverage the dollars to create beds here in our community so we create access here for 345 

a more centralized response? We cannot get people to where they need to go right 346 

away. Commissioner Hover stated our county has 1300 miles of road. Mid Valley 347 

hospital, Mr. Allan, replied they could develop that but conversion expense is an issue. 348 

We have three hospitals in the county less than thirty miles apart and conversions of 349 

those to attend to the specific needs was suggested with one doing something like 350 

rehab, or psychics. Mr. Novelli doesn’t know what that would look like. Mr. Allan 351 

explained how the payments might work for those psychiatric services. Mary Ann 352 

commented about community hospitals may not have the same issues as an acute 353 

psychiatric hospital. Beacon commented on the rates and money would not be taken 354 

out of the system. Now they are starting to consider more services to provide such as 355 

mobile services.   356 

 357 

Rates were discussed as a benefit. Contracts and methodology are geared around not 358 

disrupting the rural community current systems and working towards expansion of care 359 
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systems. Net work adequacy issues and assurances that the needs will be met. Put it 360 

back to the MCO and request those contracts. Commissioner Hover thought with mid 361 

adopter it means half a million dollars and that just isn’t much in the medical field. He is 362 

curious about what the advantages are to being a mid adopter as that is not a big carrot 363 

over losing the beds in Spokane. There are benefits to Okanogan County being part of 364 

those processes ahead of time. It does put a wrinkle in some situations, but those can 365 

be overcome. 366 

 367 

Family Health services commented they are interested in working for seamless 368 

transition of care. The opportunity to advocate for the county. One question is about the 369 

half million dollars and other funding down the road, what opportunity exists that we can 370 

advocate for he would like to hear about that. Katherine McClellan licensed psychiatrist 371 

42 years commented on why she was here and that she doesn’t often get called for her 372 

thoughts on this. Integrated care is huge and if we can use common sense that mental 373 

health and physical health is the same. There is a large percentage of people in the field 374 

coming around. Her groups support integrated health. Other countries model this but 375 

this country really doesn’t have it. She is really interested in being invited to these types 376 

of meetings.  377 

 378 

Tessa Timmons comments Confluence Health is building up their behavior health 379 

clinicians. Medicaid patients that need a high level of care they cannot see them only 380 

Okanogan can and they have to be referred back. Going mid adopter would allow them 381 

to see them. Her concern is that they cannot see those patients until 2020 because 382 

Okanogan County is contracted with Spokane County RSN.  383 

 384 

Tamera explained grant county access to beds is the biggest issue currently faced by 385 

the counties. They do have a lengthy acronym list. Parkside 32 beds with 16 residential 386 

beds and 16 crisis beds. Negotiations are still happening but they do hope to have 387 

those beds available for the region. Currently there are 28 and with the addition of 32 388 

Okanogan County would get a portion of those. Ms. Jones explained where the patients 389 

are going across the state.  Commissioner Hover asked how that compares to the 390 

available beds in Spokane for Okanogan County. Mary Ann explained the beds are not 391 

geographically specific. Mr. Denison explained that patients in Douglas County cannot 392 

be seen in Okanogan County and vice versa. He explained why. Tamara explained the 393 

facility is in year six but the hope is it will be completed within 12 months.  394 

 395 

Commissioner Branch stated if Okanogan County does go mid adopter is there a 396 

potential to resolve those problems within this process? The decision would hinge on 397 

that. Mr. Jones stated it would not be a BHO regional system anymore, but contracts as 398 

close to Okanogan County would be preferred. Mary Ann explained the opportunity to 399 
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work and solve regional level problems and how those dollars can be used to fill the 400 

gaps.  Commissioner Hover asked what the push to go mid adopter was. Mary Ann said 401 

it is the incentive dollars that the community would not otherwise get. Ms. Jones said 402 

they have an ambitious plan and having an integrated plan will help everyone to change 403 

at the delivery system thereby using the moneys the most efficient way possible.  404 

 405 

Tonasket Confluence Health commented that crisis beds are critical. It is difficult to care 406 

for patients who ask for help when what they really need is access to Tenzin at OBHC. 407 

The $500,000 would help to hire providers who could help in that area. Senator Parlette 408 

replied Central Washington Hospital built an MU1 that is not a psych unit but acts like 409 

one and has been very effective. Accountable Community Health was created to 410 

facilitate those conversations. Today was a beginning step.  411 

 412 

The group thanked the board for their time and the meeting was adjourned at 12:10 413 

p.m. 414 

 415 

CANCELLED Update – Human Resources / Risk Management – Tanya Craig 416 

and/or Debi Hilts 417 

 418 

Public Hearing Marijuana Operations Moratorium 419 

Dee Camp from the Chronicle taking notes. Civil Deputy Albert Lin.  420 

 421 

The recorder was started at 1:28 p.m. 422 

 423 

The room filled with interested citizens and they signed in at the door. 424 

 425 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up stating everyone who wished to comment 426 

would be given three minutes to testify. He asked that anyone with written comments 427 

turn them into the clerk. He explained this would be a civil meeting with no cheering or 428 

clapping and those that do will be asked to leave. There is a no applause meter. 429 

 430 

He opened the meeting to staff report. 431 

 432 

Director Huston explained what the public hearing was for and provided his staff report 433 

and comments received to the board and to the Clerk of the Board. (attached) He 434 

characterized the meeting on the moratorium. It was set by resolution without a public 435 

hearing to avoid vesting. Because meeting was set without a public hearing we are 436 

required to set one within 60 days. This hearing notice was not published but this is a 437 

legal public meeting per state law therefore the commissioners may take public 438 

comment. The actual public hearing will be rescheduled to a subsequent date to meet 439 
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the statutory requirement for publication. Within the 60 day window, the board must 440 

adopt findings and conclusions to keep the moratorium in place or it lapses and nothing 441 

happens. What can be done is use the information gathered today to make those 442 

decisions. The decisions will then be drafted by resolution and available for preview on 443 

the Planning Website. He suggested August 21 or 22, at 1:30 p.m. for the continued 444 

hearing. 445 

 446 

The issues that have come to his attention over the last 30 days is the question of retail 447 

stores and whether or not they need to be included in the moratorium. We have only 448 

processed one application for retail store in Carlton but those operations do not seem to 449 

be an issue. 450 

 451 

What constitutes vesting on the expansion of a site is another issue. The Director 452 

explained what has been used in the past to determine vesting point. The foot print was 453 

another way used to be considered vested. He will be looking for direction on those 454 

definitions of expansion of the site.  455 

 456 

Repeal the moratorium, leave it in place, or amend it to include the findings that are 457 

important for the decisions. 458 

 459 

The issues that have come into play are two fold and come from both sides of the 460 

question. Some of the applicants have offered that they believed they met the code but 461 

were denied, others commented that the neighborhoods were not adequately protected 462 

from uses that were not compatible. The board has directed him to put together an 463 

advisory committee for an 8 member committee charged to examine the law in place 464 

that applies to the operations and as well as where those activities should be 465 

considered to be located.  466 

 467 

Director Huston explained the previously adopted resolution which adopted the 468 

moratorium noted this public hearing date but the hearing notice was not placed in the 469 

newspaper of record. Comments will be taken today as this is a legal public meeting 470 

and we are in legislative process. Director Huston explained that a letter of interest to 471 

him to sit on the advisory committee would be sufficient application. A list will be 472 

compiled if many apply and he supposed the best filter to apply would be motivation. 473 

When we embark on this process we are not fighting the initiative all over again we are 474 

talking about a zoning approach to cannabis operations where they should be able to 475 

apply, what sort of regulation should be applied to all operations. Folks that do not wish 476 

to apply themselves to that charge will be discounted. The work of the advisory group 477 

will come to the commissioners in a report which would then go to the Planning 478 

Commission who will then hold a public hearing and render their recommendation to the 479 
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commissioners. The commissioners would then embark on their own public hearing 480 

process.  481 

 482 

Commissioner DeTro closed staff and asked everyone to be orderly with no cheering or 483 

applause. He asked for everyone to sign in to testify. He explained the flags; green is 484 

go, yellow one minute, red out of time. Commissioner DeTro went through the sign in 485 

sheet to identify who wished to speak as the sign in sheet did not indicate that.  486 

 487 

Commissioner DeTro called Dean Taplett. 488 

 489 

Mr. Taplett testified that he has been farming in the county since 1976 and is a cannabis 490 

operator. He urged the commissioners to release the moratorium as it relates to farm 491 

operations in place. Prices are low demands are high. We don’t need another 492 

uncertainty with changing regulations and he doesn’t believe a significant number of 493 

applications are coming into the county. Siting and zoning components are not an issue 494 

and urged the board not to redefine the operating regulations for the existing farms. 495 

 496 

Mr. Bret Fancher, representing his family company, who supports the cannabis 497 

operations. He explained to the board that the business isn’t just the growing part that 498 

contributes to the county. He would like to see the end of the moratorium in support of 499 

the cannabis organizations.  500 

 501 

Lindsy Widenbach, attorney in Wenatchee, was here to lend a hand in the 502 

representation of the cannabis operations. The local moratorium is disheartening. 503 

Releasing the current operators is a good idea. Grant County compared the industry 504 

with other industries that create noise smell and light. They looked at all sorts of things 505 

and created a balanced regulation. This moratorium leaves a lot of uncertainty. The 506 

address you put on the license at the state level must have the licensed location on it or 507 

they do not get permitted by the state.  508 

 509 

Kelsie leases property for marijuana operations. She urged the commissioners to not go 510 

in the direction of Chelan County. She is for a sensible way with consistency like other 511 

counties who have adopted balanced regulation. All the businesses are affected 512 

positively by these operations. She encouraged the board to think about that and not 513 

allow this to blow up like it did in Chelan County.  514 

 515 

Jeffery McConaughy managed logging farms in the past and has a cannabis farm now. 516 

He discussed the decline in small farms in the county with reductions of 20%. He said 517 

the average age of farmers is 59 years old. Cannabis farms and the ages of those 518 

people are in their 30’s local labor is relied upon. To him the moratorium is a moratorium 519 



Commissioners Proceedings July 25, 2017                                             Page 14 of 24 

 

on small farms. Impose regulations that is the same no matter what is grown. He hopes 520 

that the moratorium is lifted and the regulation developed should protect the small 521 

farms.  522 

 523 

Anthony Brown local farmer and manger in the east valley. He wanted to know why we 524 

are attaching the local economy. The dirt being sold is tremendous as that dirt is 525 

changed every year. Jobs provide to the local economy and local people are benefiting 526 

they do not bring in people to work from other countries like the Gebbers. He wonders 527 

why the county wishes to attack the local economy by not allowing the small farmers to 528 

expand.  529 

 530 

Kathy Michaels is on the other side of th ecoin as a resident in a neighborhood with 531 

about 20 marijuana grows within a 3 mile radius. The traffic, noise, litter, well water use, 532 

taking the water away from the residents who were there before the grows has become 533 

a problem. It seems like no matter what they do there is nothing that can be put into 534 

place to stop them from coming into their neighborhood. It is too close if it is 100 feet 535 

from their front door. She is not against farms or peoples dream but it is afftecting there 536 

neighborhood with the odors. It is not a level playing field with the marijuana grows 537 

having all the rights and they have none. The only way they can be defeated is they 538 

have a day care within a 100 feet of the grow so they are out of luck. The residents 539 

should be put on a level playing field with the operations and they are not.  540 

 541 

Melissa? The moratorium has affected the Okanogan community. Most poverty stricken 542 

county in the state. She read why. Lack of jobs, the industry has driven unemployment 543 

down below what it was before the recession. The families of the employees and the 544 

money goes directly back to the community. The moratorium has effected and blocked 545 

their ability to train and employ people from this community. She wishes to restore and 546 

list the moratorium as it does more harm then good. Repeal the moratorium.  547 

 548 

Forest Hurley hoped that current businesses are not affected by the moratorium. The 549 

Chelan county growers are looking for a place to move to and he hopes they can move 550 

here. He hopes they are not impeded their ability to grow. The moratorium affected the 551 

industry in every level. Many are going under and if you are not on the leading edge you 552 

will be left behind. Desperate for common sense regulations and faith in the process to 553 

move forward. Another 36 farms is a lot of jobs. Personally he has been looking at 554 

property in Lincoln and Grant county and really would rather bring his business here. He 555 

has property here but he cannot use it. He hopes the commissioner can allow growing 556 

the economy not shrinking it.  557 

 558 
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John Herzog north pine creek area. During the development of the rules he was 559 

involved with making presentations before the commissioners and planning 560 

commission. They were disappointed with the results as they ignored the placement of 561 

the grows. Encouraged people to look at the eyesores and huge investment of them. 562 

Multiple grows stuff flapping in the wind worse than any junk yard. Some control their 563 

environment do not care and have ruined the residential area by plumping down right in 564 

the middle of it. Strongly encourage the board to put them where they are not intruding 565 

upon others lives. 566 

 567 

?? submitted a map of the pine creek area. He has tried to sell his property there he is 568 

not a grower but he does wish to sell his property there and cannot. We have allowed 569 

the grows to take place without zoning and find now they are incompatible to that area. 570 

He is surrounded by growers and not many interested families are wanting to buy his 571 

property but growers to. He will put his name in to serve on the advisory committee.  572 

 573 

Dirk Danson explained much of this has been gone over last yea. The opposition comes 574 

from people who have personal property issues or are just against cannabis as a moral 575 

issue. He spent many years fighting crown zellerback and he has been in the apple 576 

industry and neighbors for that operation would have difficulty with spray or hay fields 577 

where haying happens at 3 am. Perhaps there does need to be zoning as some buy 578 

cheap property build an expensive house then expect that no other can operate a farm 579 

next to them. Farming is part of the life style of the county. He appreciates that a 580 

committee based on both side is a good idea. He doesn’t believe a moratorium is a 581 

good idea.  582 

 583 

Brad Worfield north pine creek. ON his way to town he passes 7 different grows. He 584 

would like the board to think about a saturation point. To be fair to folks who have been 585 

hear a long time over saturation of a crop like this should be considered. Most people 586 

think of it as dope. He is a retired building contractor and he can see several building 587 

code violations. Such as building onto a temporary structure it must be free standing, he 588 

can see violations like that all through there. Last spring he was looking for tomato 589 

plants in a store and was talking to someone who installed a septic system on one of 590 

the grows that was not permitted. The building code in the county why are the grows 591 

exempt and he is confused why they are exempt from building codes and hope the 592 

board can resolve this.  593 

 594 

Kelsie Taylor resident of Okanogan County who wants to see her community grow. She 595 

leases property to marijuana grows. She read from her prepared comment. There are 596 

many who rely on the cannabis economy to raise their family. We should not legislate 597 

through fear. She discussed that a project she would start a greenhouse for her tenant 598 
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would have cost her $40,000 she would have purchase all those materials locally. She 599 

wants the board to repeal the moratorium so she can build on her own property. 600 

 601 

Justin Rodriguez stated he worked intensely with the building department for his grow. 602 

He said the quickness the county has imposed property restrictions are in opposition 603 

with their constituents and asked the moratorium to be repealed.  604 

 605 

Michel Drexler farmer. He stated the industry hoped for representation by the board for 606 

the industry and were very quick to install a moratorium There are a ton of farms waiting 607 

to set up here.  608 

 609 

Vern Hass would like the board to extend the moratorium and put into place regulations 610 

until they look into things. He doesn’t see why there is such a rush. He sees that a the 611 

reason there are places such as what was described in Pine Creek There are more 612 

operations in this county than anywhere else in the state. Most of the residents were 613 

here first and their property values have gone down of those near the cannabis 614 

operations. He hears about all the money it brings in but he has heard from cannabis 615 

growers that the state doesn’t pass the revenue on to the county and would like the 616 

board to look closely at this and what they are doing. 617 

 618 

Andrews Tayler Waldon Farms largest in Okanogan County. He is surprised to be here 619 

after what happened last year. The justification that there is numerous complaints about 620 

adequate controls. There were seven applications that generated this moratorium and 621 

he isn’t sure which did not deal with the issue appropriately and not sure if anyone is 622 

clear. The complaints that come in are from a local small group based on fear and 623 

propaganda against marijuana which plagues our culture. The risk to public health 624 

cannabis does not use harmful pesticides with little or no risk to public or environment. 625 

There is not justice to limiting its growth due to risk in the community. They do expect to 626 

spend over a million dollars on their employees which stays in the county. He believed 627 

all these concerns were addressed in the resolution. Specific areas designated for rules 628 

should be considered. 629 

 630 

Kim Webb resident of North Pine Creek is not opposed to cannabis grows but she is 631 

opposed to industry that doesn’t comply with regulations. Cannabis is not apple 632 

production and Apples are highly regulated. Buffers are needed to protect t people and 633 

wildlife. She believes the figure is about $40,000 revenue the county has received. 634 

There are complaints about RV’s dumping waste on the ground she urged the board to 635 

retain the moratorium until such a time it adopts adequate regulation. 636 

 637 
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Dave Sorenson owns processing business in Winthrop and was looking for a site for 638 

that business when the first round of moratoriums was put into place last year. He was 639 

pleased with how it turned out He leased a property there next to the lumber yard. He 640 

asked the board to lift this moratorium.  641 

 642 

Kim Herriman supports lifting the moratorium on existing operations. He thought the 643 

extensive process used last year for CUP was adequate and doesn’t understand why 644 

this moratorium was put into place. He explained the three represent the whole county 645 

and knows there are some concerns in certain areas. There are many in favor of the 646 

operations does it need to be regulated yes just like everything else and all that comes 647 

through the county .He has observed towns opening their arms to the industry. What is 648 

the general feeling of everyone in the county and keep that in mind.  649 

Gene Cantrell resident of Okanogan County 27 years and employee of 502 farm. He 650 

lives right down the road from the operation and feels that those people who run the 651 

operations try to follow the laws aware of the impacts to the neighborhood in the area 652 

try to do the right thing and the moratorium has an bad effect on the planning of the 653 

operations for future of the operations. He has found it difficult to find work as a builder 654 

in this county and with the uncertainty in the regulations in the industry it is difficult to 655 

plan out for future projects and believes the board should be cognizant to the impacts to 656 

employees.   657 

 658 

George Zittle is not against the farming but it does need to be correctly. He is a small 659 

farmer and marijuana is not agriculture in the state of Washington an different rules 660 

apply .He understands the need for zoning. The problem he sees is that there are farms 661 

100 feet from people back yard. Moratorium is not forever but rather put in to place to 662 

help get things right. Majority of people do not live next to a marijuana farms but there 663 

are a few people that do. Public Servants to everyone in the county but that doesn’t 664 

mean listen to a few people. Take a strong look at doing it right. It is their job to make it 665 

right.  666 

 667 

There are attorneys here representing the marijuana operators.  668 

 669 

Commissioner DeTro closed the hearing today to public testimony for this portion. He 670 

opened it up for staff.  671 

 672 

Director Huston directed the board to page two of his staff report to the questions he 673 

needed direction on. Should the moratorium remain in place, should it be amended if 674 

left in place, identify the issues findings, and schedule an additional public cheering.  675 

 676 
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Commissioner DeTro opened up to the board. The board discussed the questions. 677 

Commissioner Branch discussed that some operations do not have the same problems 678 

and wondered why some apply the code and some do not. It seemed to be with a few 679 

operations. The division of the zoning districts did not serve the scheme for the 680 

marijuana. He explained some did not realize an operation would be in the middle of a 681 

development. It may have been a surprise the board put on the moratorium but you 682 

don’t talk about it first because some will rush to do things to be vested. It is absolutely 683 

not right to vest themselves in an operation then the sands begin to shift. He would like 684 

to suggest discussion whether to continue the moratorium on things that already exist. 685 

Operations that exist within a set perimeter should not be part of the moratorium but 686 

those expansions outside that operation perimeter may not be allowed. He thinks some 687 

things should be address such as the code violations not being addressed. Should 688 

every operation pay for the bad of the few. Bright lights do affect neighbors and our 689 

code doesn’t address that. Those things should be looked at. Lift the moratorium for 690 

those after we review if they are in compliance. The ones generating money within the 691 

county but to limit those that abide by every rule is not a fair way to do business.  692 

 693 

Commissioner Hover believe retail sales should be removed from the moratorium and 694 

he doesn’t see it falling into this category. He lives about 4-500 yards from an operation 695 

where that person is a really good neighbor. His fence is appropriate for the 696 

neighborhood. We do not have regulation on what the fencing should look like so 697 

growers could use ugly fencing to comply with the state code and that is a concern. He 698 

is not against growing but regulation above and beyond the state regulation should be 699 

put into place for a good working neighborhood. Lifting the moratorium right now with no 700 

setbacks in place and people are allowed to expand right up to a property line is a 701 

concern. Is there any way to put setbacks in place to address that issue. Director 702 

Huston stated there is a line between interim controls and the moratorium it is a 703 

process. He would be reluctant to load up a resolution with interim controls. But it can 704 

be generated under amendment to the code 17A and hold a public hearing for that and 705 

adopt findings and conclusions then instruct him on where those would be placed it 706 

depends on the detail contemplated. Commissioner Hover stated regulations are 707 

important and he doesn’t feel we have good enough regulations in our current code to 708 

keep everyone amicable to both grows and people who live next to them. We will have 709 

to have another hearing on August 21 but in that time if people from the industry could 710 

look at regulation on themselves then the board could get to a better sense what needs 711 

to be done. Commissioner DeTro likes the idea of an advisory board half and half. 712 

There is no code enforcement officer in the count but what does get enforced is 713 

complaint driven. Good growers that follow the rules are great but he can take a nice 714 

neat grow where people drive by and don’t even know there is even a grow there. It is 715 

hard to find as people park in a nice neat row and establish rules and follow them. He 716 
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can also take you to some where they have pallets for fencing stuff blowing all over the 717 

world so he believes there could be middle ground. The moratorium is not forever and 718 

allows the board to address the problems. The Board hears about the problems and 719 

agrees this is a referendum voted on by the people and his personal opinion doesn’t 720 

negate the fact he has to look after everyone in the county. Do what they can to take 721 

care of the glaring problems and hopes to have some constructive ideas brought back 722 

to the county. 723 

 724 

Commissioner Branch moved to remove from the moratorium the application for retail 725 

operations and the expansion within the existing foot print of the operations. 726 

Commissioner Hover asked how vesting happens. Director Huston explained some 727 

have a fence compound, some had existing irrigation piping, and the site foot print is 728 

already identified for the site. Some have operated without a complaint who were not 729 

vested but because the issues are complaint driven they were allowed to operate. 730 

Commissioner Branch made the motion to narrow in on the issues. He wants the 731 

operator to be able to continue to operate within their fenced areas whether that means 732 

building another shed and or using more space within the existing perimeter foot print of 733 

the fence. Commissioner DeTro doesn’t have a problem with that. Commissioner Hover 734 

asked if someone had property outside of and existing fence that is permitted would this 735 

include expansion of those areas. Albert Lin is concerned about how to define the 736 

expansion term beyond what is existing there is uncertainty. Director Huston explained 737 

when the commissioners adopted the revised zone code it was part of that discussion to 738 

not include the amortization scheduled for everyone to come into compliance, but it 739 

opened the door to what is a vested site? Previously it was treated as similar to 740 

agriculture, so it was defined as work on the ground which didn’t necessarily mean a 741 

fence on the ground but something else to demonstrate work had already begun. That 742 

being said we are a year down the road, consider vesting should there be fencing on 743 

the ground or plants in the ground that perfecting the vesting. There is still some sites 744 

that have no fencing or have plants in the ground is the board interested in drawing the 745 

line on the vested side or the not vested side. Commissioner Branch wants to address 746 

operations according to the state operations require a fence. The intent of it was 747 

discussed to later perfect it. Commissioner Hover explained if they could operate under 748 

state law within that permitted foot print. Commissioner Branch wants to create rules 749 

that have predictability for every area. There are businesses existing here.  750 

 751 

Director Huston stated tow actions are being contemplated one to remove the retail 752 

operation from the moratorium, the other is an interpretation of the code based on 753 

legislative intent. The canopy is not mentioned in the code. Commissioner Branch 754 

agreed with that. Commissioner Hover explained the board still wants the applications 755 

for the advisory group. That group would come forth with good solid regulation the 756 
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board doesn’t have to do that on their own. Commissioner Branch asked if Director was 757 

okay with the expansion of existing operations. Commissioner DeTro asked if they also 758 

have to demonstrate they are within their existing rules and have their existing permit 759 

and have abided by the rules and regulations. He is not willing to exclude that they must 760 

be in compliance with all building and permitting codes. Director Huston stated he 761 

always checks to ensure they are in compliance with all code. Commissioner Branch 762 

moved to amend his original motion to include removing only the retail portion from the 763 

moratorium. Commissioner Hover seconded the motion, all in favor, motion carried.   764 

 765 

Director Huston explained the new hearing date should also be made. He will draft the 766 

findings and conclusions subject for review and respond to that. That is consistent with 767 

what the board wants, yes. Director Huston understands the intent of where the 768 

commissioners wish to go with it.  769 

 770 

Motion Setting the Public Hearing to Consider the Moratorium  771 

Commissioner Hover moved to continue the hearing to August 21, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. 772 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. Commissioner moved to amend 773 

the previous motion to strike out the word continue and insert set. Motion was seconded 774 

all were in favor, motion carried.  775 

 776 

Commissioner DeTro thanked every for their civility.  777 

 778 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve 779 

 780 

CANCELLED Citizens Comment Period 781 

 782 

John Graham member of the public taking hand written notes 4:00 p.m. 783 

 784 

Update – Public Works – Josh Thomson and/or Ben Rough  785 

Albert Lin, 786 

 787 

Maintenance and Road Conditions 788 

Engineer Thomson provided his public works update. (agenda attached) 789 

 790 

Engineer Thomson discussed Peter Dan road repairs. He explained the options and 791 

continued maintenance to make the road passible. He is considering the costs of the 792 

repairs. The downhill site for the waste material appears to be the best way to go. A 793 

memo will be needed to memorialize.  794 

 795 

There is an issue with the irrigation that will need to be fixed on Loup Loup Creek road. 796 
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 797 

Chip seal and the timeline for completing projects on listed roads were discussed. 798 

Everything is on track and on scheduled. Finley Canyon is getting chip sealed right now.  799 

 800 

There was 62 hours of overtime that was used mostly for chip seal. There were trees 801 

down too that caused a call out.  802 

 803 

Lyman Lake Moses Meadows road gravel project is done. It was a FEMA funded project 804 

so reimbursement paperwork will be pulled together.  805 

 806 

Elmway Levy does need repairs according to the army corp of engineers. Engineer 807 

Thomson explained what portions will be paid for by the Army Corp. At any time before 808 

the contract is signed we can comment but once it is in place the county is responsible 809 

for 20% of the project cost. We are ultimately responsible for the levy. The corps does 810 

require easements on the levy for maintenance etc.…. Levy costs come out of fund 116 811 

but costs above $15,000 must come from Current Expense because that fund only has 812 

the $15,000 to spend. The issue will need to be resolved before the property issue is 813 

resolved with the city of Okanogan. They do not wish to inherit something that is costly, 814 

explained Mr. Rough.  The Clerk of the Board noted that Chris Johnson did come in and 815 

requested the creation documents for the Elmway Diking District. Those documents 816 

were provide to him. It did not appear to note any easements. But, there will be some 817 

title searches to confirm. If a new levy can be built and it provides the same level of 818 

protection then the Engineer doesn’t have a problem with it.  819 

 820 

The Mazama levy will need to be assessed at it was damaged and the same cost 821 

scenario will be applied. County trucks may be used to haul the rip rap with 822 

reimbursement being a way to decrease the county’s portion of the cost. 823 

 824 

Conconully Sewer system was built in 1991 and it has hydrogen sulfide pumped 825 

through it during the winter to keep from freezing and the wiring has corroded. It was 826 

suggested that it be replaced due to damages. The advisory agency recommends an 827 

engineer study first to determine how to repair. They will help find funding too. There 828 

isn’t funding for the initial study but there could be for the repairs. There are funds in the 829 

account.  830 

 831 

MVID ditches project was discussed. Franchise agreements will need to be in place as 832 

it crosses county roads in two places.  833 

 834 
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Road Log issues still need to be resolved as there are four roads still hanging out for 835 

jurisdiction changes. Engineer Thomson will report on what he finds once he drives 836 

those roads.  837 

 838 

SRS status is looking good. 839 

 840 

Search for future pit sites will continue.  841 

 842 

Commissioner Branch asked if there was a transportation plan. No. Commissioner 843 

Hover discussed the Squaw Creek Road name change. The most recent Forest Service 844 

map shows the county road numbers but not the road names.  845 

 846 

Ben Rough provided his update.  847 

 848 

Solid Waste was discussed and everything is going well there. He explained his 849 

intention to go to the tribal recycle center to see their collection site to determine how 850 

we can assist them to become certified on household waste and clean up.  851 

 852 

The solid waste leachate lagoon does not require building permits, no DOE CUP 853 

updates are needed either. Parametrix will begin the PS&E to get this all started. He 854 

contacted Sue Christopher to see if she would come back on a part time basis to lend 855 

support to Jim Utt to help with financial work and compliance as well as other issues. 856 

She is concerned about how that will affect her retirement. An employment contract 857 

would be considered at $30 per hour no benefits for a max of six months. She will be 858 

limited to how many hours she can work. She will be useful and an incredible asset for a 859 

short amount of time needed.  860 

 861 

Mr. Rough provided Columbia County’s press release on their county’s recycling 862 

program and how the States Capital budget affects them.  863 

 864 

The approved Capital budget for Washington State was discussed. We are looking at a 865 

decrease of 35% in revenue for solid waste. We can operate with the cut, but it will hurt 866 

a lot. Ben Rough noted he is gone next week and suggested picking up that 867 

conversation after he returns.  868 

 869 

The board adjourned for lunch.  870 

 871 

Tanya Craig explained the Prosecutor has been in contact with her about whether or not 872 

the board has come to a decision on the Chief Civil Deputy salary request. She 873 

provided the board with a spreadsheet with the salary information. She went back to 874 
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2013 to present with the salary which gives the board the medical dental retirement 875 

information they desire. The position is at step one. The projected costs are in 876 

accordance with Prosecutor’s Sloan’s recommendation.  877 

 878 

Commissioners discussed the situation and their wish to provide for the position in order 879 

to begin the advertising. Looking at someone with civil law, employment law, and land 880 

law experience is most desired. The commissioners discussed where the funds would 881 

come from as the board had previously approved funds for a land use attorney which 882 

could go towards this position in the future.  883 

 884 

Commissioners directed Ms. Craig to draft the resolution to memorialize the chief civil 885 

deputy salary changes. Ms. Craig also discussed Mr. Freel’s request for salary 886 

consideration. She provided the board with the salary survey information they 887 

requested. There were only a handful of comparison counties she used data from. 888 

Using that information it would establish Mr. Freel at Grade 29 step 1 and that would 889 

bring him up to 84% of the comparable counties. Commissioner Hover stated he was 890 

not ready to make that kind of decision right now. The board needs to discuss the salary 891 

information further. The clerk of the board suggested that it would be more fair for the 892 

board to consider the base wage that other exempt employees enjoy, which is also the 893 

wage the county recently applied to some departmental staff with similar duties of Mr. 894 

Freel.  The board’s main concern right now is the chief civil deputy salary and getting 895 

that in place. 896 

 897 

Motion Public Health Voucher 898 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Public Health Vouchers in the amount of $4,916.86 899 

Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion was seconded, all were in 900 

favor, motion carried.  901 

 902 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 903 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and 904 

those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been 905 

recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by 906 

unanimous vote, to approve the regular vouchers in the amount of $1,205,702.58. Warrant 907 

numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and carried.  908 

 909 

Commissioners discussed the Planning Commission appointments. The board would like to 910 

hold off making appointments for the commission until sufficient number of letters of 911 

interest are received for consideration. 912 

Approve Consent Agenda 913 
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Commissioner Branch moved to approve the consent agenda 1-5 minus item #4. Motion 914 

was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  915 
1. Commissioner Proceedings July 17 & 18, 2017 916 
2. Special Occasion License – Tonasket Rodeo Grounds – Montanye 917 
3. Special Occasion License – Mazama Community Trailhead - Varner 918 
4. Reappointment – Planning Commission – Miller 919 
5. Resolution 120-2017 Appointing Interim Prosecuting Attorney 920 

 921 

 922 

Commissioners adjourned for the day at 5:20 p.m. 923 

 924 

 925 


